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It’s Time to Submit Your Entry!
Be part of this exciting weekend event! Our schedule includes two days of unlimited track time 
on the historic Milwaukee Mile, as well as a Thursday evening welcome dinner, and Friday Silent 
Auction and Banquet at the Sonesta Milwaukee West Hotel. Our entry roster is limited to 60 cars!

For entry details or to request an entry application, go to harrymillerclub.com or
Email harrymillerclub@sbcglobal.net.

Photo taken 2011.
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The Kelso Auto Dynamics Special
and the Exceptional Woman

behind the Team

A popular saying is, if a car looks fast, it should be fast. 
Quality craftsmanship, a good crew along with some 
strong financial backing usually means success on 

the racetrack.  However, at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, 
nothing is given. The Kelso Auto Dynamics Special is one such 
example. 

Coming to Indianapolis in 1960, the Kelso Auto Dynamics 
Special No. 25 was entered by Mrs. Harry Clark Boden of 
Newark, Delaware.  The sleek roadster was striking in appearance 
with its gorgeous livery of black with gold-leaf lettering and red 
trim. Built in Los Angeles by Lujie Lesovsky and Ronnie Kaplan, 
with its laydown Offenhauser engine it was one of the lightest 
cars scaling in at 1,560-lbs. Kaplan explained to the Indianapolis 
Star on May 11, 1960, “there isn’t a piece on the car going for 
a free ride.”  40-year-old Jack Turner of Seattle was assigned as 
the driver when the entry was mailed to the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway in February. 

62 cars were in Gasoline Alley ready to find the speed necessary 
to make the illustrious “500.” Most thought 144-mph was the 
target needed to make the 33-car field. Arriving a bit late, Turner 
fought handling issues all month as the car tended to oversteer 
and want to dip down in the turns, topping 144 on May 20th, he 
remained optimistic, “I think the car will be very successful this 
year. After we get some more practice, I think we’ll show you 
some real speed.” Sadly, with only two full days of practice, the 
car, didn’t show the speed necessary with Turner abandoning the 
Kelso car after an aborted qualifying run in the 142-mph range 
on the final day of qualifications.  

In 1961, the car was back, now number 9, listing sophomore 
driver, Lloyd Ruby behind the steering wheel. This time it was 
1957-58 Indianapolis 500 winning crew chief George Salih who 
had reworked the car hoping the solve its handling issues. But 
those same handling woes dogged the car again as Ruby tried to 
gain speed. On May 5th, Ruby spun and slid 350 feet in turn one 
after a shock absorber bracket broke. On May 12th, the Friday 
afternoon before Pole Day, Ruby was the only other car on the 
track when Tony Bettenhausen took his ill-fated test run in the 
Stearly Motor Freight Watson roadster.  Ruby logged many miles 
in practice, “I must have run about 1,000 miles in the Kelso. 
I guess I’m ready for the 1,000-mile check-up.” Ruby joked. The 
Kelso Special did show glimpses of speed, as once again the car 
hit 144-mph in practice but couldn’t maintain consistency.  The 
frustrated Ruby listened as he had two offers to drive less finicky 
cars. 

Fate came to a head just before 6pm on Friday May 19th as 
the engine blew on the Kelso Spl. as it sped down the front 

Lloyd Ruby in the Lindsey Hopkins Special. Still wearing the Kelso 
Logo on the helmet, Ruby qualified second fastest overall on the 
final day of qualifying.

Crewman work on getting the handling issues solved on the Kelso 
Auto Dynamics Special at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway in 
1960.  Photo courtesy of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
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1155 BADDER DRIVE, TROY, MI 48083

PHONE: Ed (248)797-8781 or Josh (513)257-5121

EMAIL: edwardlinn209@msn.com or
shawhotrods@gmail.com

Producing genuine Harry A. Miller, INC parts straight from some of the 
original 1920s & 1930s patterns, and new ones! Continuation of the once 

bankrupt manufacturing facility under new management. Servicing, 
commission builds, engine building and more now available!

straightaway. With hot 
oil flying everywhere, 
Ruby deliberately spun 
the car down into turn 
one as he received 
minor burns on his 
legs and left wrist. “I 
was just trying to get 
the car stopped.” Ruby 
explained afterward. 
Chief Mechanic Edgar 
Elder said the mishap 
was caused by a piston or 

wrist pin failure. It cut the engine most entirely in two, severing 
even the header and all fuel, oil and brake lines. “I never saw 
one cut that bad.” Salih who was overseeing the operation. “If 
you take the cam housing off, the engine would fall completely 
apart.” Later, it was decided to withdraw the car as the laydown 
Offenhauser engine was not repairable and a proper replacement 
was not available to convert in the limited time available. 

 Due to the Bettenhausen testing fatality, Tony’s original No. 
5 Lindsey Hopkins-owned roadster was available.  Earlier in the 
week, Ruby had test hopped it, and became the early favorite to 
replace Bettenhausen. Hopkins requested permission from Salih 
to pull Ruby from the Kelso car for the Hopkins entry and it was 
granted.

 Sadly, after two years, missing the “500” both times, the 

car was retired and today it resides in the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway Museum looking exactly as it looked in 1961. It is one 
of the few roadsters that was not converted to race as a pavement 
super-modified. She’s a beautiful salute to the true unforgettable 
roadsters of the 1950’s and early-1960’s. 

 Kelso Auto Dynamics was the brainchild of Marguerite 
duPont Ortiz Boden who was a dynamic woman whose interests 
included, 18th-century antiques, American history, and fast cars. 
As a member of the famed duPont fortune, she had the means 
to satisfy her tastes along with promoting her interests through 
philanthropy. 

In 1957, she started her racing team, Kelso Autodynamics 
initially campaigning an ex-Bill Lloyd Maserati 300S, driven by 
drivers such as Fred Windridge.  Kelso is a family name dating 
back to her great-great grandfather. Further lived on by “Kelso” a 
famous gelding who was Man-O-War’s grandson. 

 Mrs. Boden was a Jaguar distributor in Wilmington, Delaware 
and one of four U.S. distributors of the English-built Lister sports 
cars. 

 Bonhams.com recalls a Mrs. Boden story, Dana Freeman was 
office manager of Lister's other East Coast distributorship, Auto 
Engineering of Marrett Road, Lexington, Massachusetts and he 
recalled how in 1958, Mrs. Clark Boden had flown in to collect a 
brand-new Lister-Chevrolet which they had been able to obtain 
quickly to satisfy her order from England.

 However, Mrs. Clark Boden took one look at the brand-new 
continued on page 4

Visitors arriving at the Indianapolis 
Airport was greeted by the Kelso Auto 
Dynamics Special on display courtesy 
of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
Museum. Steve Zautke collection
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Great engines are designed with one purpose, ultimate performance.
Ed Pink Racing Engines has the talent and capabilities to provide the 
most innovative designs for top performance
and endurance.

• Ed Pink Racing Engines builds on
   a strong tradition of experience
   and racing success: 64 years of
   dedication to motorsport racing

• Staff of skilled technicians & race engine
   designers has over 200 combined years
   of experience – unique to the industry!

• Your one stop source for
     – Race engine design, service & testing
     – Customized parts for any engine –
        we will reverse engineer & reproduce
        out-of-stock components!

Offy 270

Tom Malloy – Owner Ed Pink Racing Engines

“Peak Performance–
Our Primary Passion”

T O M  M A L L O Y  C O M P A N Y

818.785.6740
EdPinkRacingEngines.com

14612 Raymer St., Van Nuys, CA  91405 edpinkracingengines

car – commented that it was equipped with cast-iron brake 
calipers instead of the lightweight alloy-bodied type that she had 
specified. She reacted volcanically by tearing-up her contract, 
scattering it like confetti, telling the salesman to keep 'his' car as 
she swept off to the local airport.

 She promptly called Carroll Shelby in Dallas, found that he had 
a Lister-Chevrolet immediately available, and so it was that car 
– chassis serial 'BHL 114' – which subsequently became famous 
as her 'Kelso Lister-Chevrolet' or 'The Kelischev'. The almost 
matte, black-liveried car was prepared in her own workshops in 
Washington DC, at a location known as Foggy Bottom, and the 
car's nickname – 'The Black Beast of Foggy Bottom' would be 
inscribed in discreet gold letters on the car's ebony flanks.

 This sequence of events left Auto Engineering in Lexington 
holding Lister-Chevrolet 'BHL 115' as unsold stock. Having lost 
their demanding original customer to Shelby-Hall in Texas, there 
was little Auto Engineering could do with the car save advertise 
and hope it sold. However, it remained unsold into 1960, some 
of the time in store as Dana Freeman recalled: "The mechanics 
found it a handy place to sit in and eat their lunches". Nothing 
ages so rapidly as last year's obsolete racing car.

 Mrs. Boden, a winning car owner in the SCCA, was also 
member of the Championship Car Owners Association, the 
United States Auto Club, and the Madison Avenue Sports Car 
Driver and Chowder Society.                                     – Steve Zautke

Rick Mears • Thanks  
The Story of Rick Mears and 
the Mears Gang
Racemaker presents a second 
edition of Gordon Kirby’s biogra-
phy of four-time Indy 500 winner 
Rick Mears. Rick announced his 
retirement from racing in 1992, 
just after his forty-first birthday. 
He went out a winner with four 
Indy 500 victories, three CART 
Indy Car World Series champi-
onships, twenty-nine individual 
race victories and forty pole 
positions. He was the most suc-
cessful Indy car driver of his era. 

Lost In Time: Formula 5000 
In North America
During the 1960s and 1970s, 
American road racing flourished, 
with hard-fought championships 
for the Can-Am, the Trans-Am 
and last but not least the Formula 
5000 series. Formula 5000 attract-
ed excellent entries from well-
known teams such as Dan Gurney, 
Jim Hall, Carl Haas, Parnelli Jones, 
Roger Penske and Carl Hogan. 
The series led manufacturers 
to develop relatively affordable 
chassis designed to compete on 
the road courses across the U. S. 
and Canada.

The Cellini of Chrome 
The Story of George 
W. Walker / Ford Motor 
Company’s First Vice 
President of Design
In the same flamboyant vein 
as design greats such as Harley 
Earl, Gordon Buerig, Vergil Exner, 
Raymond Loewy and William “Bill” 
Mitchell, Walker developed the 
standard for key Ford Motor Com-
pany Products for the 1950s and 

’60s. Beginning with the enormous 
success of the 1949 Ford, George 
elevated Henry’s company to one 
of the all-around best-selling au-
tomotive operations in the world.

Chris Pook & the History 
of the Long Beach GP
When Chris Pook declared his 
intention to run a Grand Prix 
race through the streets of Long 
Beach many people thought he 
was out of his mind. But with 
the support of racing legend 
Dan Gurney, and many other 
enthusiasts, Pook built the most 
successful street race in Amer-
ican history. Pook’s crazy idea 
turned into a model for bringing 
racing to the people and using 
the surrounding event to rebuild 
a flagging community.

L A T E S T  R E L E A S E S  F R O M  R A C E M A K E R  P R E S S
Racemaker Press is an award-winning, unique publisher specializing in 
niche books on automotive racing and its history, determined to keep the 
sport’s rich history alive for future generations by offering diverse titles 
from children’s books to biographies and other non-fiction work that are 
sure to pique the interest of all racing fans.

Henry has delivered a meticulously crafted exposition that will capture the attention of Entrepreneurs, Dreamers, Car Enthusiasts, and 
Historians alike. George W. Walker was a magnificent, ardent, and revered man, who’s story is one of perseverance, success, and joie de vivre!”

—MARJI (OTTO) AUNG KHIN, GRANDDAUGHTER OF GEORGE W. WALKER 

I worked for George Walker, and The Cellini of Chrome has captured the man to a tee! Having witnessed his unique approach at the office, 
and learning of his enjoyment at Benson Ford’s Anglers Club on Key Largo, I knew Walker had fun. I can still see his tan and smell the 
Fabergé cologne. But he had a serious side as well.

George Walker’s management style of giving power to his designers to gain power, had a far-reaching affect on what I call the Second 
Coming of the ‘49 Ford—the ’86 Taurus. The industry environment was similar, in that Ford Motor Company was losing millions of dollars 
a month and the designers were working under pressure to achieve dramatic change. The similarities between the ‘49 and ‘86 were uncanny, 
with both cars having break-thru designs, featuring soft, rounded aero surfaces and body sections. And both cars were smash hits! I’m sure 
George was looking over the shoulders of the Taurus design team.

My predecessor, Gene Bordinat, said that he would always put his money on a lucky man. George was not only lucky; he had talent, 
flair, charisma, and—one of the most important attributes of all—timing. I’m sure George had a subliminal effect on all of us at Ford 
Design…, especially me.  —JACK TELNACK, VICE PRESIDENT FORD MOTOR COMPANY—GLOBAL DESIGN 1980-1997 

8754147809999
 

ISBN 9780999875414
57500 >

REPLACE Henry Dominguez

The Cellini of Chrome
THE STORY OF GEORGE W. WALKER / FORD MOTOR COMPANY’S FIRST VICE PRESIDENT OF DESIGN

The Cellini of Chrome is principally the story of George Walker, 
Ford’s first Vice President of Design. But it is also a detailed 
history of Ford Design from 1945 through 1961; not just the 
products, but more importantly, the characters and politics 
involved. Henry Dominguez has thoroughly researched this 
period, and has brought to life the story of a great design sales-
man with a great team, sometimes at odds with each other, but 
all wanting what we still look for today—a great design that is 
publicly acclaimed and successful.

There is always a debate on who really designed a particular 
car, especially great ones. As they say, success has many authors. 
This is no different for one of my favorites, the 1961 Lincoln 
Continental. At last, however, Henry has compiled the defin-
itive story on the development of not only that car, but other 
great Ford designs, as well; amongst them, the ’49 Ford, the ’57 
Ford, the ‘56 Continental Mark II, and the ’61 Thunderbird, as 
well as those less successful, such as the Edsel and ‘58 Lincoln.

While George Walker was indeed a larger than life character, 
he succeeded in pushing Design to the level it deserves. The 
current Design team and I owe him a sense of gratitude for 
elevating Design to the level of importance that it has within 
Ford Motor Company.

I realized while reading this book that I am in the same office 
in the Design Center that George moved into in 1955! It’s a 
little less opulent these days, but still unique, as it has served all 
five previous design vice presidents. However, as I write this, we 
are all soon to move out of Mahogany Row in preparation for 
the demolition of it and the famous Design Rotunda—the large 
circular showroom where George, and all subsequent leaders, 
have presented new Ford products for the last sixty five years.

Even though we are about to create a new campus that 
George and his successors would certainly have been proud 
of, it will be a moment of sadness for me and for many others. 
And I’m sure that the spirit of George Walker is one of those. 
However, if I have learned anything from Henry’s book, George 
Walker will be sad, but still smiling.

—MORAY CALLUM, VICE PRESIDENT 
GLOBAL DESIGN, FORD MOTOR COMPANY

HENRY DOMINGUEZ is the author of seven previous 
works of narrative nonfiction, including Edsel: The Untold 
Story of Henry Ford’s Forgotten Son; The Last Days of Henry 
Ford; and Edsel Ford & E. T. Gregorie, which won the pres-

tigious Cugnot Award presented 
by the Society of Automotive 
Historians. He has also written 
numerous articles for Time, 
The V-8 Times, and Automobile 
Quarterly magazines, and has ap-
peared on The History Channel.

Born and raised in Ogden, 
Utah, he moved to Michigan in 
the mid-1970s and began writ-

ing about unknown topics of Ford family and Ford Motor 
Company history. During the ensuing years, he has spent count-
less hours researching at the National Automotive History 
Collection at the Detroit Public Library and at the Benson 
Ford Research Center at The Henry Ford, and has interviewed 
numerous people who knew and worked with Henry Ford, 
Edsel Ford, and Henry Ford II. Today, he is considered one of 
the foremost authorities on Ford history.

Mr. Dominguez holds a bachelor’s degree from Weber State 
University and a MBA from the University of New Mexico. He 
is a long-time member of the Society of Automotive Engineers, 
the Society of Automotive Historians, and the Henry Ford 
Heritage Association. He lives in Utah with his wife Pat 
DeHerrera.
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To order these books or discover 
many other books available 
visit Racemaker.com or call 
1-617-723-6533
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27th Annual Event Fast Approaching

Message From Club President –
Tedd Zamjahn

I’m happy to report we already have a good number of 
entries for our July 8-9 event,  and we are looking forward 
to another great weekend on the Milwaukee Mile!

 Remember, our deadline is June 20 for the review of all entry 
applications, so don’t miss out!

 As I mentioned in our last issue, the Board had decided to 
invite owners of Pre-WWII open wheel Grand Prix cars to 
join our event. We are looking forward to that unique group 
running on the Mile with us! Of special note, Gordon White 
will speak at our banquet about the history of open wheel 
racing in the US.

 In addition to our deadline for entry applications, we also 
have a deadline for meal reservations during our event. July 1 
is the last date we are able to take Thursday social and Friday 
banquet reservations. Lenore must have your check for any last 
minute add-ons by July 1. There will be no reservations made 
after that date.

 See you in July for another great weekend at the track!
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Although Mark Dees allocates a whole part in his Miller 
Dynasty book to the 8-cylinder 183 engines and cars, and Griff 
Borgeson describes in considerable detail how the 8-cylinder 

183 engine came to be, little has been published regarding the Miller-
built chassis into which these engines were installed. Contributing to 
this is that, in contrast to the hundreds of 122 and 91 drawings that 
remain, only about eighty 183 drawings exist, mostly engine related; 
no original 183 chassis drawings are known to exist.

As I described in the Miller Club’s 2021 Winter newsletter, “The 
Saga of Miller’s 4-cylinder 183 Racing Cars”, the first Miller 8-cylinder 
183 engine went into the last Miller 4-cylinder chassis, for Ira Vail 
(Leach Special), and although tested in early 1921, was first raced at 
Indy in May. This is a sister chassis to the TNT. 

The second Miller 8-cylinder 183 engine went into the first Miller 
4-cylinder chassis, which Cliff Durant had loaned to Tommy Milton 
(Milton-Durant Special), and it first raced at Beverly Hills on Feb 7, 
1921. This is a sister chassis to the Junior Specials. 

The Miller 8-cylinder 183 Chassis – Part 1

The Leach Special has not survived, but the TNT and one Junior 
Special have, enabling the Milton-Durant Special to be reconstructed 
by Bill Castle. Both the TNT (Dan Davis owner) and the Milton-
Durant Special (Brent Castle owner) are regulars at the Miller Meet. 

These Peugeot-influenced, Leo Goossen-designed, Miller 4-cylinder 
183 chassis have a 104” wheelbase, 58” track, and 5”x1½” C-channel 
parallel frame rails that are 26” wide up to the cowl whereafter they 
kick-out to 28” wide to the rear. Wood fills the frame rail from the 
front frame horn casting to one-third up the rear axle kickup. The 
front and rear frame horns are curved in large arcs typical of teens-
era designs.

Because of a Durant dealer’s misleading advertisement printed 
on April 5th, 1922, Milton’s car was suspended by the AAA, and he 
had no alternative but to give it back to Durant and then, in his own 
words, “…rushed out and hired everybody in Southern California 
to build a new car around a new Miller engine.” This was a one-
off Milton design with transverse front and rear springs. It was 

Ira Vail in 1921 with the first 8-cylinder 183 engine in the last 
Miller 4-cylinder chassis.

Brent Castle’s Milton-Durant Special, the first Miller 4-cylinder 
chassis, with 8-cylinder 183 engine #2 or #3.

Tommy Milton in 1922 with the third 8-cylinder 183 engine in his 
Miller-built cross-spring chassis.

Benny Hill’s “McDonald Special” at its Beverly Hills debut.
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completed in the Miller plant barely in time for the 1922 Indy and 
raced successfully through the remaining 183 formula period. The 
car has not survived, and little is known about this chassis.

After winning the Fresno race on April 27, Jimmy Murphy bought 
and installed the fourth Miller 8-cylinder 183 engine into his Le 
Mans-winning Duesenberg and won at Cotati ten days later (!) on 
May 7, and thereafter won at Indy, Uniontown, and Tacoma, securing 
the 1922 AAA National Championship. (Although Dees writes this 
was 183 engine #3, the dates indicate it is more likely that Milton 
already had engine #3 in his cross-spring chassis by the time Murphy 
arrived requesting an engine.)

 Goossen’s first 8-cylinder 183 chassis was a transition from his 
Peugeot-influenced 4-cylinder chassis to a design of his own that 
culminated in the distinctive chassis shape of subsequent Miller 183, 
122, and 91 chassis. 

In this one-off chassis, Goossen moved the rear springs from 
under the frame and axle to the side of the frame and above the 
axle, suspended by shackles at both ends, and eliminated the large 
rear frame horn arc, using a small kickup and converging straight 
lines instead for the rear frame horns, a layout that would become a 
distinguishing feature of Miller chassis. At the front, a straight tubular 
axle was used for the first time, with the drop being created by the axle 
ends: the distinctive Miller front axle. This axle design also permitted 
a reduced arc on the front frame horns. The frame dimensions were 
as for the 4-cylinder chassis, but the track was increased to 60”. The 
only visible carryover from the 4-cylinder 183 chassis was the front 
spring rear mount.

This low sleek car used the fifth 183 engine, was funded by 
McDonald, and raced by Benny Hill as the “McDonald Special”. But it 
was called “Benny Hill’s job” on the Miller drawings, which are dated 
between May and June of 1922. The car first raced at Cotati on August 
6, 1922 and was fast and a frequent winner for Hill. This beautiful car 
has unfortunately not survived.

In Part 2, I will describe details about Goossen’s six Durant 
8-cylinder 183 chassis.

- Photos and Article Provided By Harold Peters

Benny Hill’s “McDonald Special,” with engine #5.
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Chairman of the Board:
      Dana Mecum
      Office, 262- 275-5050 

President:
      Tedd Zamjahn
      Office, 414-403-7697

Directors:
      Tom Barbour
      Brian Brunkhorst
      Brent Castle
      Dan Davis
      Lenore Heinzelmann

Harry A. Miller Club
Board of Directors

The 27th Annual Millers 
at Milwaukee Event 

Milwaukee Mile
July 8-9, 2022

Entry applications and car history forms can be found 
at harrymillerclub.com, or you can request them 
via email: harrymillerclub@sbcglobal.net. A photo 

and car description are required with your application, to 
be received no later than June 20. Hotel reservations can 
be made at the Sonesta Milwaukee West Hotel, formerly 
the Crowne Plaza – 414-389-8563 (Mon. – Fri.).

Our weekend of fun activities begins with a Thurs. 
evening Welcome Dinner starting at 5:30 p.m. Gates open 

at the Mile  Friday at 8 a.m. with the group photo shot at 9 a.m. 
Cars run on the Mile beginning at 10 a.m. both days. The social 
gathering at the hotel begins Friday evening at 6 p.m., with 
the Cocktail hour and Silent Auction. Our delicious banquet 
follows at 7 p.m. Please consider helping the club financially by 
providing and item or two for our silent auction. Books, and 
interesting memorabilia are always welcome!

There is a 60 car limit for our event, so please get your entry 
applications in early! Entry slots are filling up – so don’t delay. 

Membership renewals for members who have held continued membership for more than ten 
years is $25. Please mail your check (made out to The Harry Miller Club), along with your 

name, address, phone, and e-mail to:

 Harry Miller Club
P.O. Box 740762

Boynton Beach, FL 33474. 
  New members may complete the membership application found on the Harry Miller Club 

website: harrymillerclub.com, or call 262-388-5221. The fee for new members,
or members who began membership after 2011 is $40. 

To Join the Harry A. Miller Club

Bill Hoff
Tom Malloy
Bob McConnell
Phil Reilly
Bill Warner


